
The Choice Is Yours

HE great est ques tion of all time is found in the Bi -
ble. In Mat thew 27:22 we read, “What shall I do
then with Je sus which is called Christ?” That day
the Lord Je sus stood be fore Pi late, the Ro man gov -

er nor.
The Bi ble says Pi late “knew that for envy they had de -

liv ered him,” and that He was a “just man.” There fore Pi -
late said to the great throng of peo ple that stood be fore
him, “Whom will ye that I re lease unto you, Barabbas, or
Je sus which is called Christ?” When the peo ple asked for
Barabbas, Pi late asked the ques tion that we all must an -
swer. We all must do some thing with the Lord Je sus
Christ; we can not get around it. There the blessed Son of
God stands till we make our de ci sion. 

“What shall I do then with Je sus which is called
Christ?” Friend, have you an swered this ques tion? THE
CHOICE IS YOURS! Je sus Christ may have stood be fore
you many times in the past. He may have knocked at your
heart’s door day af ter day, but there co mes a time when we
must make our choice and that choice will stand for time
and eter nity. The eter nal God has given you the power to
choose, and no one can keep you from your own choice.

The Bi ble says, “Choose ye this day whom ye will
serve! THE CHOICE IS YOURS. The Bi ble says, “There
is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof
are the ways of death.” (Prov. 14:12)

This is a per sonal ques tion. Pi late had to do some thing 
with Je sus, and so do we. The great est day in all my life is
that day years ago when I made my choice to take Je sus
Christ as my Sav iour. What a won der ful Sav iour He has
been to me. This was my choice and this can be your

choice to day. Je sus stands there be fore you just now wait -
ing your de ci sion.

What will it be? Just now you can open your heart’s
door and in vite Je sus to come into your heart and life and
He will come in and save you from your sin. Re pent and
turn from your sin. Turn to Christ with all your heart and
He will save you. He will for give your past life of sin, the
bur den of sin will be gone.

You will be a new crea ture in Christ, a trans formed
soul. All new down deep in your heart and life. Just make
your choice, pray, ask God to save you. Je sus said in John
6:37, “He that com eth unto me I will in no wise cast out.”
Again the Bi ble says, “If we con fess our sins, he is faith ful
and just to for give us our sins and to cleanse us from all
un righ teous ness.” (1 John 1:9)

Thank God, THE CHOICE IS YOURS; you can an -
swer this ques tion now if you will. You can be a child of
God and no one can stop you. No mat ter what the past has
been, no mat ter how much you have sinned or missed the
mark, God will take you into His great fam ily and you will 
be a child of God, free from all sin.

Je sus Christ is the only way out of sin, to God and sal -
va tion. He said, “I am the way, the truth and the life.”
Think of it, dear friend, sal va tion from all sin, peace with
God and heaven at last, if you choose the Lord Je sus
Christ as your Lord and Sav iour.

I know that you have longed to be better, hoped to get
rid of sin some time and some how. There is just one way
and that is through the Lord Je sus Christ. Just make your
choice and the blessed Lord and Sav iour will an swer your
prayer and save you.
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Pray, “Seek ye the Lord
while he may be found.” Hear
Him call, “Come unto me all ye
that la bour and are heavy laden,
and I will give you rest.” Open
all your heart to Je sus, in vite
Him to come into your heart and
He will do it. He said, “If any
man will hear my voice and open
the door, I will come into him and 
sup with him and he with me.”

My dear friend, do you know 
if you are ready to meet God? Do 
you know if your sins are for -
given? If not, then you are not
ready to meet God or to go to
heaven.

So I plead with you, do not
lose your soul. Make your choice 
to day be fore it is for ever too late. 
Loved ones can not make it for
you. The church can not make it
for you. And be sure that even
God can not make it for you. You
are the only one who can make a
right choice for your own soul’s
sal va tion. Look up to God, tell
Him, “I choose Je sus as my Lord
and Sav ior just now.”

Je sus paid the price for your
sal va tion and is wait ing to save
you now. “The wages of sin is
death, but the gift of God is eter -
nal life through Je sus Christ our
Lord” (Rom. 6:23). And in Acts
16:31 we read, “Be lieve on the
Lord Je sus Christ and thou shalt
be saved, and thy house.”

Osterhus Pub. House

Ed i tor’s Note: Time is fleet -
ing and EITHER YOU are hard -
en ing your heart or by His Grace
re spond ing pos i tively to His Call 
unto SALVATION! Af ter you ac -
cept JESUS as your per sonal
Sav ior, YOU need to re main in
fel low ship with HIM by prayer
and read ing HIS WORD. As
YOU ‘abide, re main, con tinue,
obey,’ IN HIM – HE will see you 
through!
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The Universe Testifies to Creation
Dr. Shelton Smith

The sheer mag ni tude of space speaks vol umes that no
evo lu tion ist can an swer. There are stars shin ing this min -
ute (and you’ll see them to night af ter it gets dark) that
have been dead for years and years. Their light to tally
went out. This mo ment where that star ex ists, it is putt ing
forth no light be cause it died years and years ago. But you
and I are still get ting light from it be cause light trav els at
only 186,000 miles a sec ond. The star went out a hun dred
years ago, but, be cause it was so far away, even at the
speed of 186,000 miles a sec ond, the light is just now get -
ting here. 

When I say the enor mity of space speaks vol umes, it
does speak loudly to me.

The stra te gic or der of things tes ti fies loudly. Did you
ever won der why Nep tune does n’t run into Mars? Or why
there is no need for stop lights and cau tion lights and
speed limit signs in space? Did you ever won der why the
moon co mes up on sched ule, the sun sets right on time and 
it does n’t vary off its course? The sun never sets in the
north and co mes up in the south. Did you ever won der
why it goes rou tinely from east to west? There’s a rea son.
It’s or derly. It’s pre dict able.

Ev ery so of ten we have a lu nar eclipse where the earth 
gets be tween the moon and the sun, and the moon is dark -
ened ei ther par tially or to tally. Some times we have a so lar
eclipse where we get the moon be tween us and the sun.
Those things are en tirely pre dict able to the ex act min ute.
With all those huge heav enly bod ies out there wan der ing
around ev ery where, it still can be pre dicted. They can tell
us far in ad vance, that at such and such a time on such and
such a morn ing there will be a so lar eclipse, or what ever.
They can tell us that be cause it’s all pre dict able, ev ery -
thing run ning in or der, ev ery thing op er at ing by a de sign,
as though it is func tion ing by leg is la tive law. 

Ev ery time you have a law, you have to have a law -
giver. You would never have a law if you did n’t have
some body giv ing law. So the very stra te gic or der of things 
tes ti fies loudly to me. 

If Dar win was right, you would think that some where

along the line we would have dis cov ered some lit tle ev i -
dence. But the de vel op ment of evo lu tion just is n’t there.
Ev ery baby born is a hu man baby. You go check with any
vet, and he’ll tell you that dogs al ways give birth to pup -
pies, never kit ties. They’ll de velop black pup pies and
brown pup pies and spot ted pup pies, but dogs never give
birth to chick ens. What’s the rea son? There’s a sta bil ity of
the spe cies, and the vol ume of tone of that is enor mous in
dis put ing evo lu tion. 

The Sword of the Lord

Ed i tor’s Note: “He counts the num ber of the stars; He 
calls them all by name. Great is our Lord, and mighty in
power; His un der stand ing is in fi nite.” (Psalm 147:4-5)   

“Lift up your eyes on high, and see who has cre ated
these things; Who brings out their host by num ber; He
calls them all by name, by the great ness of His might and
the strength of His power; Not one is miss ing.” (Isa iah

40:26)

The very first five words in the Bi ble state the ba sic
fact that ex plains the or i gin of the world and all that’s in it! 
“In the be gin ning God cre ated ….” (Gen e sis 1:1)

On the ex act day that Abra ham Lin coln was born in
Hodgenville, Ken tucky (Feb ru ary 12, 1809) Charles Dar -
win was born in Shrewsbury, Shrop shire, Eng land.

Lin coln was a great man. He be came pres i dent of our
great USA at the age of fifty-two and led this na tion
through one of its most crit i cal eras. 

At age fifty (1859) Dar win pub lished a book en ti tled
‘On the Or i gin of Spe cies’. In it he made his case for an
idea called evo lu tion – which is false and the ‘devil’ is the
fa ther of lies! 

WE BELIEVE THAT CREATION TOOK PLACE IN
SIX LITERAL (24 hour) DAYS

If evo lu tion were re ally true, then the var i ous stages of 
hu man evo lu tion ought to be the best doc u mented of all,
since man is sup pos edly the most re cent evo lu tion ary ar -
rival and since more peo ple are search ing for fos sil ev i -
dence in this field than in any other. Nev er the less, the
ac tual ev i dence is still ex tremely frag men tary and highly
equiv o cal. Ex actly which hominid fos sils one an ces tors of
man, as well as when and in what or der, are still mat ters of 
heated dis pute among evo lu tion ary an thro pol o gists. 

Henry M. Morris

The odds against the right combination of
circumstances occurring to evolve intelligent life 
on Earth, as estimated by Sir John Eccles, Nobel
laureate in neurophysiology, are about 400,000

trillion to one! 

AMG Pub lish ers, Chat ta nooga, Ten nes see



The Authority of the Bible
When an athe ist told George Pen te cost that he did not

be lieve in the Bi ble be cause he did not know who wrote it,
Dr. Pen te cost asked him, “Is the mul ti pli ca tion ta ble a
work of au thor ity with math e ma ti cians?”

“Most cer tainly,” was the an swer. 
“Do you hap pen to know who the au thor of that ta ble

is?” was the next ques tion. 
When the athe ist ex pressed his ig no rance, Dr. Pen te -

cost ob served. “Then I sup pose, as a mat ter of fact, be ing a 
sen si ble man and a con sci en tious skep tic, you never use
the mul ti pli ca tion table.”

“Oh, yes,” he re plied, “it proves it self to be true by its
work.”

“Then,” re turned the preacher, “shall we not be al -
lowed to say that we know the Bi ble is a work of ab so lute
au thor ity in re li gion and mor als, whether or not we know
its hu man au thors, be cause it works in its own sphere?” 

Tarbell’s Teacher’s Guide, 1941

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

God’s Will, the Place of Safety

“Is it safe to work among the lep ers?” was asked of
Sam Higgin – at the bot tom of In dia, whose mis sion ary
ser vice was so blessed to the out casts whom Christ asked
us spe cially to re mem ber.

“Yes,” was the an swer, “it is safer to work among the
lep ers, if it’s my job, than to work any where else.” A place
of safety out side God’s will is too risky a place for any
child of God to con tem plate.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Our Lord warned us that the shep herd who did not
stand his ground when the wolves ap peared was only a
hire ling. We are bid den to feed His sheep but not to feed
wolves. I grant you that it is of ten a com pli cated prob lem
and can be han dled only on one’s knees.

But we are pay ing an aw ful price to day for our sweet
tol er ance of sin within the church. If the church of the Acts 
had over looked in iq uity and by passed evil and smil ingly
looked the other way while the Devil sneaked into ev ery
phase of her life as we have done to day, Chris tian ity
would have died in infancy.

The New Tes ta ment church had a healthy, holy in tol -
er ance. It got some where be cause it started out on a nar -

row road and stuck to it. It might eas ily have taken up a
dozen wide bou le vards and ended in de struc tion.

We face the peril of the wide gate and the broad way
to day, and it tan ta lizes us all the more be cause “many
there be which go in thereat.”

We were told a long time ago that “few there be” who
take the S. and N., the Strait and Nar row. We Amer i cans
es pe cially are gre gar i ous; we like to run with the crowd.
We had rather be called al most any thing on earth than nar -
row; yet we chose the ad jec tive, and faith ful ness to Him
will prove that it still fits to day. 

Vance Havner

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Most of us would like to be lieve we would be more
gen er ous if we just had more money. The world’s 946 bil -
lion aires help ex plode that myth. Ac cord ing to Forbes,
these wealth i est peo ple on the planet give about 1.2 per -
cent of their an nual earn ings to char i ta ble causes. Ac tu -
ally, most of all char i ta ble giv ing co mes from the mod est
wage earn ers, so be gen er ous with what ever you may
have.

Leadership Magazine

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Consider This

Ed i tor J.A. Stueckle writes in the Bea con In ter ces sor:
“Dur ing our life time we have heard many var ied ser -

mons, and also many types of ex hor ta tions in prayer meet -
ings. Many changes have taken place dur ing these years in 
the themes cho sen for a mes sage. One change in par tic u lar 
is that there is more em pha ses now on “doc trine” and on
“Bi ble ex po si tion.” (I be lieve it has be come more on what
some one thinks and how to keep num bers – Ed i tor.) It
seems to have re placed to a large ex tent the preach ing on
com ing judg ment. Preach ing pe ri od i cally on judg ment,
for sin ners and saints, was as much on the preacher’s
sched ule as any other Bib li cal sub ject. Even our Sunday
School les son each quar ter had one or more les sons on
end-time judg ments. Does it not ap pear an odd in ci dent
that, as the ev i dence of the near ness of judg ment mounts,
the teach ing and re mind ing us of it has be come al most nil.
Is this a mere in ci dent or is it a clever plan to keep Chris -
tians from be com ing spir i tu ally alerted them selves and to
keep them from warning the nominal and no-Christians?
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Is Christ Your Lord?
We do not ask “Is Christ your Sav ior,”? but is He, re -

ally and truly, your Lord? If He is not your Lord, then He
is most (likely – Ed i tor) cer tainly not your “Sav ior.”
Those who have not re ceived Christ Je sus as their “Lord”
and yet sup pose Him to be their “Sav ior,” are de luded, and 
their hope rests on a foun da tion of sand. Mul ti tudes are
de ceived on this vi tal point, and there fore, if the reader
val ues his or her soul, we im plore you to get a most care ful 
read ing to this lit tle (article) tract.

When we ask, “Is Christ your Lord,” we do not in -
quire, “Do you be lieve in the God head of Je sus of Naz a -
reth?”  The de mons do that (Matt. 8:28, 29) and yet per ish
not with stand ing! You may be firmly con vinced of the De -
ity of Christ, and yet be in your sins. You may speak of
Him with the ut most rev er ence, ac cord Him His di vine ti -
tles in your prayers – and yet be un saved. You may abom i -
nate those who tra duce His per son and deny His di vin ity,
and yet have no spir i tual love for Him at all.

When we ask, Is Christ your Lord, we mean, does He
in every deed oc cupy the throne of your heart, does He ac -
tu ally rule over your life? “We have turned ev ery one to his 
own way” (Isa. 53:6) de scribes the course which all fol low 
by na ture. Be fore con ver sion ev ery soul lives to please
self. Of old it was writ ten, “ev ery man did that which was
right in his own eyes,” and why? “In those days there was
no King in Is rael” (Judges 21:25). Ah! That is the point we
de sire to make clear to the reader. Un til Christ be comes
your King (1 Tim. 1:17; Rev. 15:3), un til you bow to His
scep ter, un til His will be comes the rule of your life, self
dom i nates, and thus Christ is dis owned.

When the Holy Spirit be gins His work of grace in a
soul, He first con victs of sin. He shows me the real and
aw ful na ture of sin. He makes me re al ize that it is a spe cies 
of in sur rec tion, a de fy ing of God’s au thor ity, a set ting of
my will against His. He shows me that in go ing my “own
way” (Isa. 53:6), in pleas ing my self, I have been fight ing
against God. As my eyes are opened to see what a life long
re bel I have been, how in dif fer ent to God’s honor, how un -
con cerned about His will – I am filled with an guish and
hor ror, and made to mar vel that the thrice Holy One has
not long since cast me into Hell. Reader, have you ever
gone through this ex pe ri ence? If not, there is very grave
rea son to fear that you are yet spiritually dead!

Con ver sion, true con ver sion, sav ing con ver sion, is a
turn ing from sin to God in Christ. It is a throw ing down of
the weap ons of my war fare against Him, a ceas ing to de -
spise and ig nore His au thor ity. New Tes ta ment con ver sion 
is de scribed thus: “Ye turned to God from idols to serve (to 

be in sub jec tion to, to obey) the liv ing and true God” (1
Thess. 1:9). An “idol” is any ob ject to which we give what
is due alone unto God – the su preme place in our af fec -
tions, the mold ing in flu ence of our hearts, the dom i nat ing
power of our lives. Con ver sion is a right-about face, the
heart and will re pu di at ing sin, self, and the world. Gen u -
ine con ver sion is al ways ev i denced by “Lord, what wilt
Thou have me to do?” (Acts 9:6); it is an un re served sur ren -
der ing of our selves to His holy will. Have you yielded
your self to Him? (Rom. 6:13).

There are many peo ple who would like to be saved
from Hell, but who do not want to be saved from self-will,
from leav ing their own way, from a life of (some form of )
world li ness. But God will not save them on their terms. To 
be saved, we must sub mit to His terms: “Let the wicked
for sake his way, and the un righ teous man his thoughts:
and let him re turn unto the Lord (hav ing re volted from
Him in Adam), and He will have mercy upon him” (Isa.

55:7). Said Christ, “Who so ever he be of you that forsaketh
not all that he hath (all that is op posed to me), he can not
be My dis ci ple” (Luke 14:33). Men must be turned “from
dark ness to light, and from the power of Sa tan unto God,”
be fore they can “re ceive for give ness of sins, and in her i -
tance among them which are sanc ti fied” (Acts 26:18).

“As ye have there fore re ceived Christ Je sus the Lord,
so walk ye in Him” (Col.2:6). That is an ex hor ta tion to
Chris tians, and its force is, Con tinue as you be gan. But
how had they “be gun”? By re ceiv ing “Christ Je sus the
Lord,” by sur ren der ing to Him, by sub ject ing them selves
to His will, by ceas ing to please them selves. His au thor ity
was now owned. His com mands now be came their rule of
life. His love con strained them to a glad and un re served
obe di ence. They “gave their ownselves to the Lord” (2 Cor. 

8:5). Have you, my dear reader, done this? Have you? Do
the de tails of your life ev i dence it? Can those with whom
you come into con tact see that you are no more liv ing to
please self (2 Cor. 5:15)?

Oh my reader, make no mis take upon this point:  A
con ver sion which the Holy Spirit pro duces is a very rad i -
cal thing. It is a mir a cle of grace. It is the en thron ing of
Christ in the life. And such con ver sions are rare in deed.
Mul ti tudes of peo ple have just suf fi cient “re li gion” to
make them mis er a ble. They re fuse to for sake ev ery known 
sin – and there is no true peace for any soul un til he does.
They have never “re ceived Christ Je sus the Lord” (Col
2:6). Had they done so, “the joy of the LORD” would be
their strength (Neh 8:10). But the lan guage of their hearts
and lives (not their “lips”) is, “we will not have this Man to 
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reign over us”(Luke 19:14). Is that your case?
The great mir a cle of grace con sists in chang ing a law -

less re bel into a lov ing and loyal sub ject. It is a “re new ing” 
of the heart, so that the fa vored sub ject of it has come to
loathe what he loved, and the things he once found irk -
some are now win some (2 Cor 5:17). He de lights “in the
law of God af ter the in ward man” (Rom 7:22). He dis cov -
ers that Christ’s “com mand ments are not griev ous” (1 John

5:3), and that “in keep ing of them there is great re ward”
(Psa 19:11). Is this your ex pe ri ence? It would be if you re -
ceived Christ Je sus THE LORD!

But to re ceive Christ Je sus the Lord is al to gether be -
yond un aided hu man power. That is the last which the un -
re newed heart wants to do. There must be a su per nat u ral
change of heart be fore there is even the de sire for Christ to 
oc cupy its throne. And that change, none but God can
work (1 Cor 12:3). There fore, “Seek ye the LORD while
He may be found” (Isa 55:6). Search for Him with all your
heart (Jer 29:13). Reader, you may have been a pro fess ing
Chris tian for years past, and you may have been quite sin -
cere in your pro fes sion. But if God has con de scended to
use this tract to show you that you have never re ally and
truly “re ceived Christ Je sus the Lord,” if now in your
own soul and con science you re al ize that SELF has ruled
you hith erto, will you not now get down on your knees
and con fess to God. Con fess to Him your self-will, your
re bel lion against him, and beg Him to so work in you that,
with out fur ther de lay, you may be en abled to yield your -
self com pletely to His will and be come His sub ject, His
ser vant, His lov ing slave, in deed and in truth? 

By A. W. Pink
Chapel Library 

Ed i tor’s Note: What a chal leng ing ‘mes sage’ and yet in
this time of GRACE be fore JESUS’ re turn (Rap ture); nev er -
the less we still have the ‘old na ture’ that we, who know Je sus 
as our Sav ior, strug gle with daily. (Romans 7) “…that you
put off, con cern ing your for mer con duct, the old man which
grows cor rupt ac cord ing to the de ceit ful lusts, and be re -
newed in the spirit of your mind, and that you put on the new
man which was cre ated ac cord ing to God, in true righ teous -
ness and ho li ness.” (Ephe sians 4:22 - 24) We never ‘grad u -
ate’ from Cal vary on this side of eter nity; BUT please do not
use GRACE as a pil low to sin upon!

The Way to Be Jus tified

“Christ is the end of the law, that ev ery one who has
faith may be jus ti fied.” (Romans 10:4)

Here is com fort for trou bled sin ners. God’s eter nal
Son, our Sav iour Je sus Christ, has ful filled the law for us!

He has ful filled the de mand of the law for per fect righ -
teous ness; and he suf fered the curse of the law for our sins.

The law de mands per fec tion. This per fec tion was
achieved by the per fect life of Christ. While it is our duty
to strive ear nestly in putt ing to death fleshly de sires, we
dis cover in the striv ing that much in our lives is neg a tive
to the higher as pi ra tion. But lis ten! “Christ is the end of
the law” for the be liever so that “be ing jus ti fied by faith
we have peace with God through our Lord Je sus Christ.” 

“Thy grace alone, O God,
To me can par don speak;
Thy power alone, O son of God,
Can this sore bond age break.
No other work save thine,
No other blood will do;
No strength save that which is di vine
Can bear me safely through.”
           (Horatius Bonar, 1862)

PRAYER: O Lamb of God of fered for my sins, by
whose righ teous ness I am made free from the law, teach
me con fi dently to claim daily this holy gift. Help me to
bear wit ness of such mer cies that oth ers may share the
same, for Je sus’ sake. Amen

Taken from “Rosenius’ Daily Meditations
By Carl O. Rosenius

Lutheran Colportage Service, Inc.
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Abor tion Facts
A con ser va tive es ti mate of the num ber of abor -

tions in the United States us ing fig ures from the Alan
Guttmacher In sti tute from 1973 to 2009 is 49 mil lion.

The num ber of live births per the United States De -
part ment of Health and Hu man Ser vices from 1973 to
2006 is 128 mil lion.

Us ing those two num bers, 27% of all preg nan cies
in the United States ex clud ing nat u ral mis car riages end 
in abor tion. This per cent age is the abor tion rate. 

An es ti mated 43% of Amer i can women will have
at least one abor tion by the age of 45.

Re ported abor tions in Min ne sota, 1973–2006:
516,471.

An abor tion dur ing the first three months costs
about $300.

Planned Par ent hood per forms one-third of the
abor tions in the United States.

Planned Par ent hood re ceives 40% of its fund ing
from the Fed eral Gov ern ment through Ti tle X and
Medicaid.

Abor tion ists are cur rently kill ing 1.2 mil lion ba -
bies per year. This is 3,288 per day.



Observations Of An Evangelist 
About Church Trends 

By Evan ge list Jerry Drace

Ed i tor’s Note: Jerry Drace is an evan ge list, as so ci ated
with the South ern Bap tist Con ven tion. While his ob ser va -
tions per tain mostly to Bap tist churches, we need to sit up
and take notice!

Since Feb ru ary 1975, when God led me to es tab lish
the Jerry Drace Evan ge lis tic As so ci a tion, He has al lowed
me to preach in more than 1,000 churches across our na -
tion. In His di vine prov i dence He has placed me in the
com pany of His choic est ser vants as well as some who
seek to be served.

Through out the past 31 years I have kept notes and
ob ser va tions on each of the pas tors, staffs and churches
where my team and I have been priv i leged to pres ent the
claims of Christ. I am sure some of these ob ser va tions will
be mis un der stood; oth ers will be em braced. I wish to share 
only 13 in hopes they will serve as a cat a lyst for your own
reflections:

1. I have ob served the low er ing of the stan dards of
ho li ness from the pul pit to the pew. It ap pears we are seek -
ing to de velop happy churches, but not holy churches.
One pas tor stated that he wanted his peo ple to leave the
Sunday morn ing wor ship feel ing “af firmed, ap proved and 
ap plauded.” What ever hap pened to leav ing feel ing con -
fronted, con victed, con fessed and cleansed?  Spurgeon
put it in per spec tive years ago when he said, “Of all the
griefs the church ever feels, the keen est is when those who 
once stood in her midst dis honor the name of Christ by un -
holy liv ing.” 

2.  I have ob served the se duc tive fash ions of the
world be ing worn in the wor ship cen ters of our churches.
Teen age girls and some times their moth ers wear clothes to 
church they could nei ther wear to school nor to the work -
place. The same ap plies to the male gen der. We have de -
vel oped a lax ity in our at tire and the re sult has numbed the
spir i tual senses of be ing in the pres ence of De ity. I am
fully aware that God looks on the heart, but cloth ing, or
the lack thereof, should not dis tract from look ing into His
face.

3. I have ob served more and more churches hav ing
fewer and fewer re viv als. Of course, the ru ral churches al -
ways hold a re vival, whether they ac tu ally have one or
not, the third week of Au gust. Vance Havner once said,
“Preachers speak of ‘hold ing re viv als.’ Some body ought
to turn one loose!” Real re vival – which takes prayer and
prep a ra tion and sees scores ush ered into the King dom and

church mem bers re kin dling the fire within – is quickly
giv ing way to one-day events. We have stopped sing ing
“Take Time to Be Holy,” be cause we don’t have time.

4. I have ob served more and more churches de creas -
ing from mor ti fi ca tion rather than in creas ing due to sal va -
tion. There is more life out side in most church cem e ter ies
than in side on the pews. At least in the cem e ter ies the
grass grows and the flow ers bloom. If there is not a re vival 
in our land many of our ru ral churches will be turned into
an tique malls. If you don’t be lieve this, visit Great Brit ain.

5. I have ob served more and more churches grow ing
by trans fer ring let ters than trans form ing lives. It does n’t
take a ge nius to build a church nu mer i cally. Given the
right staff and pro grams you can fill a church. How ever,
there is an eter nal dif fer ence be tween fill ing a church with
peo ple and fill ing the peo ple in side the church.

6. I have ob served more and more pas tors and evan -
ge lists preach ing some one else’s ser mons rather than
study ing and preach ing their own. The call to preach has
been re placed with the de sire to suc ceed. Be ing an
expounder of the Word re quires time alone with God. Be -
ing a mouth for God to the peo ple of God is an awe some
re spon si bil ity. Preaching some one else’s ser mon does n’t
guar an tee your anoint ment. If the ser mon is n’t gath ered
and set ablaze in the pas tor’s heart, it likely won’t spread
to the hearts of the church mem bers. Some of the great est
pro claim ers of the Good News are sel dom heard be cause
they nei ther pas tor a mega church nor are they fea tured
speak ers on Chris tian cruises.

7. I have ob served un eth i cal and even im moral con -
duct by re li gious lead ers with lit tle or no re morse on their
part once the deeds were made pub lic. The grave yard of
com pro mise is filled with those who lis tened to the si rens
of the world. Ac count abil ity and in teg rity were sac ri ficed
for per sonal gain and puffed-up egos. When Chris tian
lead ers be come leg ends in their own minds the ice has al -
ready bro ken.

8.  I have ob served the pol i cies of the com mu nity dic -
tat ing the pol i cies of the church, es pe cially in the area of
sports. We now sched ule events of the church around the
ath letic cal en dar of our schools or rec re ational de part -
ments. We have sur ren dered to the god of sports. Many of
our par ents al low their chil dren to play their fa vor ite sport
on Sunday morn ing with the ra tio nale, “What can we do
about it?” These same par ents would n’t al low their chil -
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dren to skip school for a church event. We even close our
churches on Sunday nights if it is a na tional hol i day. Good
thing God does n’t can cel His ser vices. 

9. I have ob served more and more churches teach ing
the lat est trends in church growth rather than the doc trines
of the Scrip tures. We have churches full of peo ple who can 
quote from the lat est church-growth guru, but for the life
of them they can nei ther re call nor de fend any of the doc -
trines of the Bi ble. We can be seeker friendly and pur pose
driven, but if we fail to seek Christ and find our pur pose in
Him alone all the books, sem i nars and mega con fer ences
will only im pede the sal va tion of the lost and the dis ci plin -
ing of the saved.

10. I have ob served us be com ing a peo ple who en joy
the ex pres sion of wor ship with out en coun ter ing the ex pe -
ri ence of wor ship. No one en joys the beau ti ful cho ruses
more than me, yet with the free dom of style which this has
ush ered into our churches, we must be care ful not to al low
our per for mance to over shadow His pres ence. Cel e bra tion 
with out com mit ment leads to worth less wor ship.

11. I have ob served re li gion be com ing big busi ness.
Chris tian re cord ing art ists are now re ferred to as su per -
stars, and cer tain pas tors are touted as re li gious CEOs. Re -
li gious lead ers have evolved from troub lers of so ci ety to
trend-set ters in so ci ety. We have re li gious per son al i ties
who are known as much for their po lit i cal creeds as their
theo log i cal con vic tions. Sim ple state ments from the Bi ble 
are mar keted into mul ti mil lion dol lar en ter prises. An ex -
ec u tive in a Chris tian pub li ca tion com pany once told me,
“It’s all about the buck.” You half ex pect to see cer tain re -
li gious or ga ni za tions listed on the New York Stock Ex -
change.

12. I have ob served a few pro claim ers who have
com pro mised their call be cause of cow ardly com mit ment
to the truths of God’s word. This brings about a de ceit ful
de liv ery of dev il ish doc trines. The end re sult is a man who 
pan ders to the peo ple and pros ti tutes the proc la ma tion in
the pro cess. When wick ed ness en ters the doors of the
church it soon spreads through out the land with out any
op po si tion. Sa tan him self could not have better al lies than
pas tors who re fuse to preach the truths of the Scrip tures
and church mem bers who re fuse to live godly lives.

13. I have ob served a righ teous rem nant in ev ery
church who have a hun ger and thirst for ex pe ri enc ing God 
to the full est. It is this group both young and old, who will
pass on the teach ings and doc trines of Holy Scrip ture to
the next gen er a tion. Praise God for min is ters and mem -
bers who are not driven by fash ions and trends, but re main 
faith ful and true to ful fill ing the Great Com mis sion. 

Taken from ‘The Vine and the Branches’ 

“It Is the Blood …..”
Le vit i cus 17:10-16

In some cir cles to day, the im por tance of the shed
blood of Christ is sub ject to de bate. Many sug gest that the
term blood un nec es sar ily of fends the lost. They claim that
the death of Christ is of cen tral con cern, not the blood that
flowed from the cru ci fied body of the Lord of Glory. But
what does the Bi ble say? God’s Word cer ti fies that
Christ’s blood does, in deed, have in cal cu la ble power and
worth. The Old Tes ta ment types and proph e sies fore shad -
owed not only the death of the substitutionary Sac ri fice
but also the way in which He would lay down His life as
the di vine Sin-bearer. The of fer ing God re quired for sin
had to be through the shed ding of blood: “For the life of
the flesh is in the blood: and I have given it to you upon the 
al tar to make an atone ment for your souls: for it is the
blood that maketh an atone ment for the soul” (v.11). The
Lord placed a par tic u lar em pha sis upon the blood. Why?

First, the of fer ing of this blood ne ces si tated the death
of the sac ri fice – “the life of the flesh” had to be taken. It
was not enough that our Lord lived a sin less life and pro -
vided the per fect ex am ple. He had to die. Sec ond, God is
the One who pro vides the sac ri fice – “I have given it to
you.” God’s pro vi sion for our sal va tion is from His hand,
not from the works of our own. The Fa ther pro vided by
His grace the su preme sac ri fice. And, third, “it is the blood 
that maketh an atone ment”; only the blood is ef fi ca cious.
Why? God says it is! He has es tab lished how sin must be
dealt with, not man. The ef fi ca cious na ture of the blood
runs from Gen e sis through Rev e la tion. How dare any one
de pre ci ate what the Lord has deemed is es sen tial to our
sal va tion. DWC

Taken from ‘Feature’
Fundamental Evangelistic Association, Inc.

Telephone 805 – 528-3534
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“God can remold a bro ken
ves sel and use “it” for His
Glory, sel dom the proud.”
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Ed i to rial 
RES

Three fold Pur pose Or Func tion Of 
God’s Law

“But we know that the law is good if one uses it lawfully.” (1 Timothy 1:8)

On his 21st birth day Rob ert Halbert re ceived a reg is tered
par cel con tain ing a tis sue-wrapped in stru ment he quickly
rec og nized as a sur geon’s knife or scal pel. Rob ert, a stu dent
in med i cal school plan ning to spe cial ize in sur gery, was in -
trigued by the glis ten ing knife even though it was not new. 

En closed with the in stru ment was a note from an old
friend, a famed sur geon, who had been the fam ily phy si cian
as long as Rob ert could re mem ber. Actually, be cause of this
doc tor, it be came a real fac tor why he had de cided to be come
a doc tor him self. The note was brief and be gan: ‘Dear Bob: I
am mail ing you a gift I have saved for you for 21 years. One
night be fore you were born I was called to at tend a beau ti ful
young woman who was very ill. An op er a tion was nec es sary,
and this lit tle knife was used to per form it. The young woman
died as a re sult of the op er a tion ….”

Bob glanced at the in stru ment, glit ter ing in the sun shine
that fil tered through an open win dow, and a strange re vul sion
came over him. The thought that the scal pel had caused the
death of a hu man be ing sick ened him and made the knife a
hid eous ob ject in his sight. But he read on:

“Like most of us, the young woman did not want to die.
She had much for which to live. Be sides her de voted hus -
band, she had a fine son of 6 and a beau ti ful lit tle daugh ter of
3; and now she was about to be a mother again. Her ea ger ness 
for the third baby was in tense. That baby was you, Bob. The
young woman was your mother …”

The note con cluded: “Ev ery thing med i cal sci ence could
do was done to save you both. It was your mother’s de sire
that no mat ter what hap pened to her, you should be saved;
and she went into the op er a tion fully aware of the pos si ble
con se quences. So, you see, Bob, this scal pel gave you your
life, even though it cost your mother hers. I am sure you will
prize it.”

This re minds me of even a much greater TRUTH: “For
the preach ing of the cross is to them that per ish fool ish ness;
but unto us which are saved it is the power of God” 1 Co rin -
thi ans 1:18.

Not ev eryone likes to hear what God’s Law has to say
and even some ‘Chris tians’ are up set when the ‘LAW’ is
preached. 

Mar tin Lu ther shares that there are three func tions or
pur poses of the LAW: 1.  Ju di cial – civic, 2.  To show ‘us’ our
NEED and 3.  Guid ance for the be liever. 

1.  Ju di cial – civic. As it was in Noah’s and Lot’s time,
so it is to day and ba si cally Ec cle si as tes 8:11-12 tells us why!
By the way, have you ever won dered what hap pened to SIN?

Seem ingly in our day about the worst that hap pens is some -
one’s ‘fail ure or mis take’ and, IF that per son gets ‘caught’, it
prob a bly then is SIN. Well, God is a God of ab so lutes as HE
will never change – Malachi 3:6 & He brews 13:8. YES, we
def i nitely are liv ing in the New Tes ta ment Era, in this mar vel -
ous pe riod of GRACE; but HIS LAW is also for ever set tled in 
Heaven (not speak ing of cer e mo nial laws of the Old Tes ta -
ment). Lu ther speaks of God’s Law (in the sec u lar sense) as
like putt ing a lion in a cage; but it does n’t change his heart.
Just be cause the ‘laws’ of the land, at times change, God’s
Law will never change! 

2.  Need. Wher ever God’s Law is not preached – sin will 
move in! That means in the in di vid ual life, Com mu nity and
Na tion. Mar tin Lu ther also states: that where sin is not dealt
with (in di vid ual) the Bi ble is a closed Book! He fur ther men -
tions:  “To pray prop erly, one must first de spair of his mer its
and come to God clothed in the im puted righ teous ness of
Christ, for apart from Christ no one is ‘wor thy to speak with
the Lord’ – in deed, says Lu ther, “if I were righ teous, I would
not pray’ – ‘if any one is not rest ing com pletely in the fin ished
work of Christ, prayer will spring from a false sense of per -
sonal merit and God will not hear.”

The Law of God knows no elas tic, it is ab so lute (so is
the en tire Bi ble ab so lute) and the Law de mands ho li ness,
sin less ness, per fec tion, YET writ ten in Agape (Di vine
Love). The func tion/pur pose of the Law is not to en slave, but
spir i tu ally slay! Thus God in tends that His Law be preached
in LOVE as it is given in LOVE for ‘our’ ben e fit. With out the
Law there is no knowl edge of sin – Romans 3:10, 18-20,
7:7-12, & 1 Tim o thy 1:9-11. 

A missionary shared that af ter they had cut down the ‘tall 
grass’ for the pur pose of plant ing veg e ta tion, he was sur -
prised how much there was. How true it is of our lives, as
God’s Law is His Per fect Will and it is like a mir ror as we
look at our selves in the light of His Law – how many ‘snakes’ 
(sin) there are in our lives. HE LOVES ‘us’ so much that HE
wants ‘us’ to see our NEED!

Our ‘righ teous ness’ is like filthy rags be fore a thrice
Holy God! Isa iah 64:6. No tice what God wants HIS Law to
do in our lives: Galatians 3:24, Luke 19:10, Psalm 19:7 &
Colossians 2:14. 

So God’s Law is shared with ‘us’ in its full ness, stern -
ness and YET in LOVE! If you re ally love peo ple you will
give them the TRUTH of God’s Word! “Not by works of righ -
teous ness which we have done, but ac cord ing to His mercy
He saved us, through the wash ing of re gen er a tion and re new -
ing of the Holy Spirit” Ti tus 3:5.



Lis ten to J. C. Ryle

“Con tro versy in re li gion is a hate ful thing. It is hard
enough to fight the devil, the world, and the flesh with out
pri vate dif fer ences in our own camp. But there is one thing 
that is even worse than con tro versy, and that is false doc -
trine tol er ated, al lowed and per mit ted with out pro test or
mo les ta tion. It was con tro versy that won the bat tle of the
Protestant Ref or ma tion. If the views that some men hold
were cor rect, it is plain we never ought to have had any
Ref or ma tion at all!  For the sake of peace, we ought to
have gone on wor ship ping the Vir gin, and bow ing down
to im ages and rel ics to this very day! Away with such tri -
fling. There are times when con tro versy is not only duty
but a ben e fit. Give me the mighty thun der storm rather
than the pes ti len tial ma laria. The one walks in dark ness
and poi sons us in si lence, and we are never safe. The other
fright ens and alarms for a lit tle sea son. But it is soon over
and it clears the air. It is plain Scrip tural duty to con tend
ear nestly for the faith once de liv ered to the saints (Jude
3).”

Ed i tor’s Note: Might the Hauge Lu theran Inner -
mission Fed er a tion/Morn ing Glory be a lit tle life boat or
life boats (Bi ble Con fer ences, Evan ge lis tic Meet ings, Fel -
low ship Cir cles, etc.) into which tired pil grims, hun gry
and awak ened and dis il lu sioned souls can flee and find
ref uge. YES, feed My lambs, My sheep and reach the un -
saved! (By God’s Grace).

To that end let “US” work, watch and pray!

A Sched uled Hour

“Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will
not pass away. But of that day and hour no one knows, not
even the an gels of heaven, nor the son, but the Fa ther only. 
As were the days of Noah, so will be the com ing of the Son
of man” Mat thew 24:35-47.

The re turn of Christ was de clared by the two men “in
white robes” who stood in the midst of the dis ci ples when
Je sus assended to heaven. They said, “Men of Gal i lee,
why do you stand look ing into heaven? This Je sus, who
was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same
way as you saw him go into heaven” (Acts 1:10,11).

This proc la ma tion was clear and un mis tak able. The
first church and ear lier gen er a tions held firmly to this as -
sur ance that the Lord would re turn soon. This hope and
an tic i pa tion is an es sen tial part of a life of faith. The Chris -
tian faith holds fast to the an tic i pa tion, just as the early
Chris tians were hop ing that Christ would re turn soon and
that they would be taken up to be with him.

“O has ten thine ap pear ing,
Thou bright and morn ing star!
Lord, may we soon be hear ing
The trumpet sound afar;
Thy peo ple all are yearn ing
To be thy raptured bride,
And at thine own re turn ing
Be caught up to thy side.
          (S. M. Miller, 1922)
PRAYER: “Even so, come, Lord Je sus.” Amen.

Taken from “Rosenius’ Daily Meditations”
By Carl O. Rosenius

Lutheran Colportage Ser vice, Inc.
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3.  Guid ance for the be liever. 

Hans Neilsen Hauge shares that the re pen tant sin ner who 
takes ‘ref uge’ in Je sus only for his Sal va tion is re moved from
the ‘con dem na tion’ of the Law; but not com pli ance to the
Law! Romans 8:1. Actually GOD shares, “One who turns
away his ear from hear ing the law, even his prayer is an
abom i na tion” Prov erbs 28:9. “He who de spises the word
will be de stroyed, but he who fears the com mand ment will be
re warded” Prov erbs 13:13. BUT keep in mind that a re pen -
tant ‘sin ner’ is un der the BLOOD of the Cru cified and Risen
ONE.  As soon as we get ‘un der’ the Law, we will loose our
‘joy’ in the Lord and no doubt even tu ally loose His ‘as sur -
ance’ of SALVATION. Galatians 3:25, chap ter 5. YET Je -
sus shares that, IF we love HIM, we will keep His
Com mand ments and they are not griev ous. In other words,
such a re pen tant, be liev ing sin ner is not do ing it in or der to be 
saved, but be cause he is SAVED!  Sal va tion is not a merit that 
is earned. – John 15:9-17, Galatians 3:22 & Romans 8:7.
In Prov erbs 19:27 we see “Cease lis ten ing to in struc tion, my

son, and you will stray from the words of knowl edge.”  In Lu -
ther’s Small Cat e chism Ex plained we learn: “What does the
daily for give ness of sins work in the Chris tian?” “The daily
re newal, or that he day by day be comes more and more
thank ful to God, and in creases in child like obe di ence and
faith ful ness”. Charles Spurgeon, shares, “I have a great need
but I have a great Christ for my need.” A per son is not saved
by try ing to ‘keep’ the Law, any more than putt ing a ‘horse’ in
a ‘ga rage’ and call ing it a ‘car’! 

Many mis un der stand Mat thew 5:17-20 think ing that
JESUS did away with the Law; but ac tu ally HE states that he
came to ‘ful fill’ the Law (in our stead); but HE is in full agree -
ment with the Law and en cour ages ‘teach ing’ of the same.

Is n’t it mar vel ous that the way of the CROSS leads
Home and the ground at the foot of the ‘cross’ is level! There
is Mt. Si nai and Mt. Cal vary; which of these two places do
you take ref uge? A Chris tian never grad u ates from
CALVARY on this side of eter nity.



Believable …Yet Unbelievable

TV Stations Ban …
Two TV sta tions, WOOD-TV in Grand Rapids, MI and

WSYX -TV in Co lum bus, OH, have banned a tele vi sion
spe cial show ing by Amer i can Fam ily As so ci a tion called
“Speech less …. Si lencing the Chris tians.” This show ing was 
sched uled to be shown; but be cause of the de mands of a
hand ful of ho mo sex u als ac tiv ists it was yanked, imag ine af -
ter agree ing to run it and AFA was pay ing for the time.

They said the pro gram was “con tro ver sial.”  The sta -
tions do not con sider show ing two les bi ans, two ho mo sex u -
als kiss ing or get ting into bed with each other con tro ver sial.
The man ager of the Co lum bus sta tion told AFA the sta tion
would not air the pro gram be cause tell ing the truth about ho -
mo sex u al ity did not rep re sent “pos i tive Chris tian ity.”
2/13/09

Lottery Sales Surge During Hard Times
Times are tough, but lot tery sales are up. Na tion wide lot -

tery rev e nue has been on the rise an nu ally since 1992, ac -
cord ing to a Jan u ary 12, 2009 story in the Nash ville
Ten nes sean. Even dur ing the fi nan cial melt down of re cent
months, more than half the states with one or more lot tery
games are re port ing an up swing in sales.

Lot teries are an other scheme op er ated by the gov ern -
ment to si phon more money from the pocket of folks who
earn it. It is lit tle more than a scam that preys on the weak and 
vul ner a ble.

While there are a few “win ners,” the thing is cal cu lated
for the gov ern ment to be the big win ner. If you buy into the
scheme, you are al most cer tain to lose.

Be ware the lot tery temp ta tion! 
Sword Press

Ed i tor’s Note: The Lot tery is cov et ing and steal ing and
those are SINS!

House Speaker Says Abstinence Programs
Dangerous

In mid-year 2008, House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D. –
Ca lif.) spoke on ab sti nence pro grams at the super-lib eral
“Netroots Na tion” blogger con fer ence. The Speaker called
ab sti nence-only pro grams “dan ger ous” to Amer ica’s youth
and said that the only so lu tion is to elect more pro-abor tion
pol i ti cians. 

Family Research Council 

Muslims’ Foothold in American Politics
A bold head line in USA To day stated it clearly: “Amer i -

can Mus lims Gaining a Foot hold in Pol i tics.” 

It is true that the Mus lims in Amer ica tend to be more
west ern ized or Amer i can ized than their Mid dle East ern
coun ter parts, but that should not be given too much weight.

It has yet to be dem on strated any where in the world (not
even once) that an Amer i can-style de moc racy can sur vive
when Mus lims are in the ma jor ity.

Fur ther more, a strong Mus lim pres ence al most al ways
means a hard time for Chris tians and Jews. 

Even the mod er ate-sound ing Mus lim voices here in
Amer ica have been ret i cent to speak too long or too loud
about Mus lim tyr anny and Mus lim ter ror ism.

With an on go ing track re cord of in tol er ance and vi o -
lence, it does n’t make any sense at all to give place to any -
thing Is lamic. 

Sword Press

ELCA Leaves Gay Clergy Decision to Local 
Churches

Un able to agree, a task force will sub mit to the Evan gel i -
cal Lu theran Church of Amer ica a pro posal to leave or di na -
tion of gays up to con gre ga tions and syn ods.

 The long-awaited po si tion on or dain ing gay clergy in
the Evan gel i cal Lu theran Church in Amer ica is n’t a clear yes 
or no. 

An ELCA task force ad mit ted Thurs day [Feb. 19] that it
could not reach a con sen sus on the is sue that has po lar ized its 
mem bers for years. But with the mat ter ex pected to dom i nate 
this sum mer’s na tional con ven tion in Min ne ap o lis, its po si -
tion pa per of fers this sug gested so lu tion: 

The ELCA will al low the or di na tion of gay pas tors but
will leave it up to in di vid ual con gre ga tions and syn ods
whether to or dain or ap point pas tors. The term used to de -
scribe this com pro mise is “struc tured flex i bil ity.” 

While ac knowl edg ing that such an in ten tion ally vague
pol icy prob a bly won’t play well with “the bumper sticker
crowd,” the bishop of the St. Paul Area synod, the Rev. Pe ter
Rogness, said it re flects the ELCA’s prac tice of try ing to
match min is ters to con gre ga tions. He com pared it to a ru ral
con gre ga tion feel ing that it would rather call a min is ter with
a ru ral back ground, for in stance.

“The Lu theran Church has never im posed any thing on
any one,” he said. “We never have, and we never will.” 

Leaders of Lu theran CORE (Co ali tion for Re form), a
group that de scribes its mis sion as seek ing “to pre serve the
au thor ity of the Bi ble in the ELCA,” quickly an nounced that
it will work to de feat the pro posal at the con ven tion. 

By Jeff Strickler 
Star Tribune, Feb. 20, 2009
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From our Fellowship Circle

VO Viroqua, WI
I ap pre ci ate the ‘Morn ing Glory’, it’s a real bless ing. I still 
think it’s one of the best pa pers I re ceive. Thank you for
your work.

An Iowa Reader
Thank you for the good mag a zine. Keep up the good
work! Pray for me and ….Church and the peo ple who
voted to leave the ELCA. We were in the ma jor ity but
lacked enough to be the 2/3 ma jor ity. God is so good!!

JR Lake City, IA
En closed find a … gift in ap pre ci a tion of your mag a zine. I
wish it could be more for such a fine Chris tian Pub li ca -
tion. From cover to cover it is filled with Chris tian news,
in for ma tion and food for thought. Thank you and keep up
this fine work.

HB Ortonville, MN
Just a note to say Thank You for the ‘Morn ing Glory’. I
look for ward to each copy. It’s very en cour ag ing, in these
try ing times, it’s so good to re ceive the truth. Gods Bless -
ings upon you.

ND read ers
Thank you for the work you peo ple do for the Morn ing
Glory! We look for ward to re ceiv ing it and since God’s
Word is so hard to come by these days, it be comes that
much more valu able! Please put these two names on your
mail ing list as our chil dren are not re ceiv ing much spir i -
tual food in the church they at tend – noth ing to grow on. A
gift en closed. In Christ’s Love.

HO Lyngdal, Nor way
I want to say thank you very much for a lot of good stuff
through sev eral years. I sup pose that it must have been
some of my rel a tives in the US that have or dered it sent to
me. I am now 87 years old, and my eyesight is grow ing
more dim. I there fore ask you to stop send ing me the MG.
Wishing you a Blessed Christ mas 2008 and a Happy and
Peace ful New Year 2009.

DML Gold field, IA
We re mem ber you in our prayers ev ery day. God Bless
you in your work. We find such good ar ti cles in ev ery one
we re ceive. In Christ, …

(PTL for in ter ces sors! Ed i tor)

LM Rolette, ND
Thank you for a pe ri od i cal that preaches the truth. We
need that now more than ever be fore. En closed find check
to help a Bib li cal cause.

(Psalm 91:4 “…his truth shall be our shield and buck ler.”
ED)

DJ Hor ace, ND
Thank you for the Christ-cen tered ar ti cles in the Morn ing
Glory. I share your pa per with my daugh ter. I would be
most in ter ested in the ‘Al tar Steps’. En closed is a do na tion 
to ward that. Yours In Christ.

BH Bloom ing Prai rie, MN
Thank you for your faith ful ness to the Word of God and to
those who love the Lord and are wait ing His re turn. In the
love of Christ.

BUILD SOME WALLS

It looks so ap peal ing to be in volved in some com mon
prayer ser vice or join hands with oth ers in some ec u men i -
cal gath er ing where we are call ing upon some neb u lous
God de fined in dif fer ent ways. It looks so lov ing and kind, 
and it im presses dig ni tar ies and higher-ups – but it does
not im press God!

We hear so of ten about build ing bridges of un der -
stand ing to other peo ple of other faiths.

I want to re mind you that through out Scrip tures you
never read of one bridge, but you find lots of walls. 

Dr. Dan Reed (Acworth, Georgia)
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OVERHEARD IN THE ORCHARD
Said the Robin to the Spar row,
“I should re ally like to know
Why these anx ious hu man be ings 
Rush about and worry so.”
Said the Spar row to the Robin,
“Friend, I think that it must be
That they have no heav enly Fa ther
Such as cares for you and me.”

—Eliz a beth Chenney



Stand Up, Stand Up For Jesus
This poem was writ ten in 1858 by George Duffield,

Jr., 1812-1888.
The tune was com posed in 1837 by George James

Webb, 1803-1887.

Stand up, stand up for Je sus,
Ye sol diers of the cross,
Lift high his royal ban ner,
It must not suf fer loss;
From vic tory unto vic tory
His army shall He lead,
Till ev ery foe is van quished, 
And Christ is Lord in deed.

MANY and var ied are the sources of in spi ra tion that
lie be hind the com pos ing of our great hymns. Some times
an in tense joy in the world of na ture is the in spi ra tion, as
in “This Is My Fa ther’s World,” and in “O Beau ti ful for
Spa cious Skies.” Some times an im pres sive visit to a mem -
o ra ble place has been the oc ca sion, as in Phillips Brooks’
visit to the Holy Land which led to his writ ing “O Lit tle
Town of Beth le hem.” Again, a lit tle child’s act of trust and 
faith may have in spired the hymn, as in “God Will Take
Care of You.”

Be hind a great mil i tant hymn there is a spirit of cour age 
and in de pend ence, a strong and gal lant char ac ter, able to
stand up against re buffs and dis ap point ments, a con vic tion
that the prin ci ples of right have to be vig or ously de fended
against a pow er ful en emy. Of such fine cal i ber was the
young man whose life in spired the writ ing of a hymn that
rings out like a clar ion call, “Stand Up, Stand Up for Je sus.”

Rev. Dudley A. Tyng, a young min is ter of the
Protestant Epis co pal Church, had been at tract ing no tice in 
Phil a del phia, in the early 1850s, for the ex traor di nary
strength and ap peal of his life and preach ing. His ar dent
pro claim ing of his con vic tions, es pe cially for church un -
ion and against slav ery soon, how ever, aroused the hos til -
ity of cer tain groups.  In his own church, the Church of the
Epiph any, the feel ing ran so high against him that he was
compelled to resign. 

Young, keen, and full of vigor, Mr. Tyng must have
left bit terly dis ap pointed at this blow. His faith in his prin -
ci ples re mained un daunted, how ever, and in 1857 he or ga -
nized the Church of the Cov e nant hold ing the ser vices in a 
pub lic hall. In ad di tion, dur ing that win ter, 1857-58, al -
though he was then only thirty-three years old, he be came
one of the lead ing forces in the re vival of re li gion that was
spread ing through out the coun try at this time. This new
wave of re li gious feel ing was es pe cially pro nounced in

Phil a del phia, where it was re ferred to as “the work of God
in Phil a del phia.” Mr. Tyng and sev eral other young min is -
ters, in clud ing his close friend, George Duffield, Jr., of the
Pres by te rian Church, were among the leaders of this
movement.

The Young Men’s Chris tian As so ci a tion, then in its
early days, was spon sor ing, dur ing this pe riod, great
noon-day prayer  meet ings held at Jayne’s Hall in Phil a -
del phia. Here, Mr Tyng’s mag netic power as a speaker, the 
broad sym pa thy of his views and his spirit, brought him
into the fore front as leader of young men. The most noted
of his mes sages at these meet ings was the one he gave on
March 30, 1858, tak ing as his text Ex o dus 10:11 “Go now, 
ye that are men, and serve the Lord.” Five thou sand men
had gath ered to hear him; in spired by the fer vor of Tyng’s
ap peal, it is said that over a thou sand men ded i cated their
lives to Christ. This was one of the most suc cess ful ser -
mons ever preached in Amer ica. 

Two weeks af ter this great meet ing came the tragic ac -
ci dent that cut short his ca reer. While he was at his home
in the coun try at Brookfield, near Conshohocken, Penn -
syl va nia, Mr. Tyng left his study to go to the barn, where a
ma chine was op er at ing, shell ing corn. The sleeve of his
gown caught in the mov ing ma chin ery, his arm was pulled 
in, and he was so se ri ously in jured that the out come was
fa tal. Af ter a brief but in tense pe riod of suf fer ing, he died
on Monday, April 19, 1858.

The strange, al most mi rac u lous power of a hymn to
com fort and bring peace in time of need was il lus trated
dur ing the last hours of this young man’s life. Tyng sud -
denly roused to say to those about him, “Sing! Sing! Can
you not sing!” and then him self be gan to sing “Rock of
Ages.”

The sad an nounce ment of Tyng’s death, made next
day at the noon-day meet ing, shocked and stunned the
whole city of Phil a del phia. The pain ful cir cum stances of
the ac ci dent, the tragic and seem ingly need less cut ting
short of a ca reer so full of bril liant prom ise, brought be -
wil dered pro tests from many hearts. Yet above this sor row 
rose the young man’s own ring ing mes sage, “Let us all
stand up for Je sus!” Stron ger than death was his
indomitable courage.

With his friend’s last words ring ing in his heart, Rev -
er end George Duffield went home from Tyng’s fu neral
ser vice. The mes sage shaped it self into the poem, the ex -
hor ta tion to ser vice, which was to be come one of the out -
stand ing Amer i can hymns. The next Sunday, Mr. Duffield 
preached a ser mon about his friend, choos ing as his text
the pas sage, “Stand, there fore hav ing your loins girt abut
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with truth, and hav ing on the breast plate of righ teous -
ness,” Ephe sians 6:10. He closed with his poem “Stand
Up, Stand Up for Je sus.” The su per in ten dent of the
Sunday School, im me di ately im pressed with the vigor and 
power of the verses, had it printed for the use of the
Sunday School. It soon found its way into a Bap tist news -
pa per, and has been trans lated into Ger man, and many
other lan guages, and circulated all over the world.

Prob a bly no other Amer i can hymn, ex cept “My Faith
Looks Up to Thee,” by Ray Palmer, has been in cluded in
as many hymn books as has this stir ring and mar tial song.

Taken from “Stories of Hymns We Love”
by Cecilia Margaret Rudin, M.A.

“A LITTLE WHILE”

Read John 16:16-23

Weep ing Chris tians, it is better to en ter heaven with
tears than hell with laugh ter. Lis ten to the words of Je sus:
“In a lit tle while: ev ery thing will be changed. To day you
weep; to mor row you may en ter eter nal bless ed ness. Yes,
even be fore the sun sinks in the west to day your heav enly
Fa ther may have wiped the last tear from your eyes. If
your Sav ior were to come in the clouds to day to re ceive
you, would you be sorry that you had been weep ing for a
lit tle while? Would you ex change with him who now
laughs?

But even if he should come nei ther to day nor to mor -
row, we can be cer tain that it is only a lit tle while un til He
co mes. Mea sured against eter nity our time on earth is but
as a sigh. 

Soon we are home and shall stand be fore Him; 
What mat ter then, though we have suf fered here.
Then He shall crown us, while we adore Him; 
So death and all our pains will dis ap pear.

But you peo ple who seem to re joice apart from God!
Bear in mind that in a lit tle while you will never be happy
again. When the time of grace is over, and you de part from 
God for ever, then you will en ter the place of eter nal la -
ment. Not a ray of hope for better days will en ter that
place. The sun has de scended upon your life for the last
time. There will never be an other in vi ta tion for you to
come to God. The dark shad ows of death are ev ery where,
and you spend eter nity’s night in weeping.

I would coun sel you to find your place near to the
heart of your Sav ior, there to weep over your sins to day.
Ev ery one who weeps over his sins now has hopes of better 
days. For him the road leads away from sor row and to

eter nal bless ed ness. 
What bless ed ness were yours to day,
If you be gan right now to walk upon that way.

Fi nally, a word to you who are Chris tians!
In a lit tle while your day of la bor will be over. No one

will ask you again to speak to oth ers about the Sav ior. You
shall have no fur ther op por tu nity to com fort a dis cour aged 
soul, to strengthen a doubt ing friend, or to give an other
gift to missions.

“In a lit tle while ”

Make use of your pre cious days. Serve the Lord, and
help your neigh bor to find Him. Do not com plain be cause
you have too much to do for God; rather re joice that He
has given you the priv i lege of be ing His ser vant. In a lit tle
while you will rest from your la bor, and your works shall
fol low you. All which is from God re turns to Him. “And
He shall wipe away ev ery tear from their eyes; and death
shall be no more; nei ther shall there be mourn ing, nor
cry ing, nor pain, any more: the first things are passed
away.” (Rev. 21:4).

Taken from the book “Spirit and Power”
By Ludvig Hope

REFLECTION

Greet ings from 1 Pe ter 1:1-9. This por tion of Scrip -
ture was a bless ing to me this morn ing. “The liv ing hope”
– is there a mes sage which this world needs more to day
than this?  Hope in the time of dis cour age ment, frus tra -
tion, and anx i ety. Let us ask our selves: How did we at tain
this liv ing hope which we boast of to day? Was it through
some achieve ment of our own? Or per haps by some won -
der ful ex pe ri ence which we have enjoyed? 

The hope which Pe ter speaks about is based upon the
res ur rec tion of Christ. The very doc trine of the res ur rec -
tion of Christ makes the “Chris tian” re li gion su pe rior and
dif fer ent from other re li gions. Paul tells us in 1 Co rin thi -
ans that if this be re moved from our mes sage, our preach -
ing is vain and we have noth ing but a dead faith and we are 
still in our sins. But be cause He died, was bur ied, arose
from the dead and as cended unto the Fa ther, it is pos si ble
for us to have a “liv ing hope.”  Is n’t it good to know that
you and I had ab so lutely no part in this per fect plan of re -
demp tion? It is all of the “fa ther’s abun dant mercy” that
you and I have been saved.

How of ten have n’t we found our selves sit ting with a
pa per and pen cil, fig ur ing our fi nan cial stand ing. This is a
very com mon prac tice in the busi ness world, and we
Chris tians are also ob li gated to do so at var i ous times.
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Even though one might be able to man age his fi nan cial af -
fairs to the best of his abil ity, there is still a dan ger of it los -
ing its value.

In ac cor dance with verse four we see that this prop erty 
which is held in re serve for us is in safe hands. Of ten we
feel con fi dent of our selves and per haps have the feel ing of 
su pe ri or ity, but let us never for get that it is only by the
grace of God that we will be kept. By grace we are saved
and by grace we are kept from day to day. 1 Pe ter 1:5 states 
very clearly that it is by faith. All our good deeds, our
prayers, giv ing of gifts will be to no avail if we have not
placed our sal va tion in the fin ished work of Christ. All
these other things will be the re sult of our love for the
Mas ter and our fel low men.

Why do we have to have our faith tested? Cer tainly
there is a real dan ger in our time, such as it was in the time
of Pe ter. The Word tells us that our faith is more pre cious
than gold. The most valu able of all ma te ri als is of less im -
por tance. We all de sire to have the faith which is found in
Christ. It is only this faith which shall stand the test of time 
and will in the end bring you safely home. 

It is very im por tant to have our faith tested so it will be 
pu ri fied. This is done by the var i ous test ings per mit ted by
the Fa ther. Have n’t the tri als, test ings, times of sor row of -
ten been the means of driv ing us closer to the cross? If it
has n’t done this, all these things have been of no avail. (1
Pet. 1:6,7).

May our faith not cease till we be hold Him in His full -
ness. When the fi nal trum pet shall sound and the dead in
Christ shall rise, then, and then only, will we no lon ger
have need of faith (1Cor. 15:23). 

At this time we would like to say to you all, “Where -
fore gird up the loins of your mind, be so ber, and hope to
the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the
rev e la tion of Je sus Christ” (1 Pet. 1:13, ff)

Shirley & Orville Olson
Ed i tor’s Note: This let ter was printed in the April 21,

1965 is sue of the Morn ing Glory. Just this past Sep tem ber
Shir ley went Home to be with JESUS! Is n’t it mar vel ous
though, that God does not CHANGE. (Malachi 3:6, He -
brews 13:8)   His prom ises NEVER change ei ther! 

BELIEVE GOD’S WORD

It is strange we trust each other and only doubt our Lord.

We will take the word of mor tals and yet dis trust His Word.

But, oh, what light and glory would shine o’er all our days,

If we al ways would re mem ber that He means just what He
says.

A. B. Simpson

EASTER
Joy ous Easter will soon be here
Je sus tri umphed o’er the grave.

We thank and praise you through each year
You died so our lives you’d save.

We read about Phar i sees and Scribes
And how they tried to test you

But how of ten have we of fered bribes
To get what we want too?

The mir a cles you per formed on earth
Be fore they con demned you to die

Can only com pare to the Vir gin birth.
Oh, why did they say, “Cru cify!”?

You led the mul ti tude and walked on the sea
And caused Pe ter’s faith to in crease

“Keep your eyes on you”—now that’s the key
And our storms of life will de crease.

“My yoke is easy and the bur den light”
How can we doubt our Lord?

“Suf fer the chil dren to come unto me”
It’s all here in His Holy Word.

It hurts so to read how you suf fered and died
How you hung upon the tree;

You were mocked and scourged and cru ci fied.
And died so in no cently.

The tem ple cur tains were torn in two
The earth shook and rocks split apart

“Truly this was the Son of God”
Now fear en tered ev ery heart.

His body was laid in Jo seph’s tomb
With a rock to seal the door.

He was in God’s care as in Mary’s womb.
He could not be harmed any more.

The an gel de scended on the third day
The guards be came like dead men.

The stone at the door was rolled away
And Je sus came forth again.

He lives! He lives! I know He lives!
And He is call ing to you and me

Open your heart – ac cept what He gives
He of fers it gen er ously.

He is at your door and wants to come in;
Won’t you open for Him to day?

He knows your heart and sees your sin –
Only He can take them away.

By Mrs. Bud Haugen
Snohomish, WA
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Hauge An nual Conference

The An nual Con fer ence of the Hauge Lu theran
Innermission Fed er a tion (Morn ing Glory) will be
held at Stavanger Free Lu theran Church of Gar den
City, Iowa on June 12-14, 2009. The sched uled
Guest Speak ers are: Pas tors Earl Korhonen, Jim
Haga, and Rod Stueland, Lord will ing. Pas tor
Korhonen is the Host Pas tor.  Part of the ‘mes sages’
will deal with some of the At trib utes of God! 

Please PRAY for the Con fer ence and, IF pos si -
ble, plan on tak ing in at least part of the ‘con fer -
ence’ IF not all of it!

More in for ma tion will be forth-com ing! It’s
most cer tainly not too soon to con sis tently pray for
the Con fer ence and plan now to at tend. (3 Mo tels
are lo cated in Story City, which is 15 miles from
Gar den City).  May our Cru ci fied and Risen Sav ior
be GLORIFIED! Again those ‘dates’ are June
12-14, 2009. Ex pect Great Things from our
GREAT GOD! 

Up Date
RESPONSES

“Let him who is taught the word share in all good
things with him who teaches. Do not be de ceived, God
is not mocked; for what ever a man sows, that he will
also reap” Galatians 6:6-7.

Scrip tur ally ‘we’ do not ‘give’ in or der to get; BUT
God does prom ise that we shall re ceive ac cord ing to our
at ti tude re sult ing in our ‘re sponse’. In our text, God re -
minds ‘us’ that how we treat truly godly, Scrip tural
Lead ers (re mem ber such also are sin ners saved by
GRACE) will have some ef fect in re gards to what we re -
ceive! Our ‘re sponse’ is in con junc tion to our ‘at ti tude’.
How you treat your pet, car, etc. is a re sponse, (at ti tude)
to wards the same. So God clearly states that what we
‘sow’ we shall also ‘reap’. He fur ther states that where
your ‘trea sure is’ there will be ‘your heart’ also!

Have you made pro vi sions to where your earthly
pos ses sions will be in vested when you are through
with this ‘jour ney of life’?  How about prayer fully con -
sid er ing re mem ber ing the Morn ing Glory, Hauge Lu -
theran Innermission Fed er a tion in your will? (If you
are be ing blest through this min is try!)

REGARDLESS, we stand in need of con tin ued
sup port as ‘we’ press on and go for ward in this por tion
of His Great King dom’s Work! First of all, your
prayer sup port, en cour age ment and fi nances as the
Lord lays on your heart. We ap pre ci ate any and all
gifts; but once again I want to chal lenge you in re gards
to reg u lar ity; IF that is fea si ble for you.

“Give, and it will be given to you; good mea -
sure, pressed down, shaken to gether, and run ning
over will be put into your bosom. For with the same
mea sure that you use, it will be mea sured back to
you” Luke 6:38. (How many chal lenges do you find in
this ONE verse and how many prom ises?) 
P. S. Nat u rally, now with a part-time Field Rep re sen ta -
tive of the Hauge Lu theran Innermission Fed er a tion
our ex penses have in creased. The Field Rep re sen ta tive 
will pri mar ily com mu ni cate with you through tele -
phone, let ter and E-mail. We trust this will be ben e fi -
cial in fel low ship, en cour age ment, ar rang ing for Bi ble
Con fer ences, Spe cial Ser vices, pos si ble ad vice, etc. 

Jan u ary 2009 In come for ‘Morn ing Glory’ was
$1,647.00.  Cost for each is sue of the Morn ing Glory is 
ap prox i mately $2,375.

We have re ceived additional ‘funds’ for the print -
ing and pub lish ing of the fam ily de vo tional book by
Pas tor R. P. Haakonson “Al tar Steps,” but still need
sev eral hun dred dol lars  be fore it is put to press. Would
you like to as sist in this step of faith also?

dia
P eg atso

P sla c id oi re
P

73565 
N

M ,sllaF sugreF ta


